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When the hoſt geeth forth againſt thine enemies, 
- then keep thee from every wicked thing, 
. mat; 8 wonder 


* N che Twentieth Chapter of this Book of Deure 


. to the Jer, concerning their Management of 
themſelves, in the time of their Wars. And, in the 
Words of my Text, he ſeems to ſhut up all that he 
had e ſay to them, material upon this Head; with 
one very ſhort} but very ſigniſicant, Precept; rela- 
eing to their moral Behaviour of themſelves, at ſuch 
a time. A Precept, which was to ſecure: the, Succeſs, 
and crown the Event, of all the reſt: and, upon the 
due Obſervation of which, both. the Certainty and 
MNeaſure of all their future Proſperity were Thi 
to depend. For fo Moſes hi tells them, but 2 
little after, Deut. 29. 9. Keep therefore the words. tbæ 
Covenant and do them, that ye max proſper in all that ye do. 
Whether theſe Words were ſpoken to the Haſ only, 
Has ſome think, becauſe they ſtand immediately: before 
other Words, which were peculiar to them: or only 
eo the reſt of the _— „ who were not to go forth 
= againſt the enemy, as others think, becauſe: the Hoſt is 
here ſpoken of an the third Perſon, and the Precept 
is given in the ſecond ; is ſurely a very needleſs En- 
quiry. The Matter commanded in them was ſo evi- 
dently proper and neceſſary, both for the Hoſt and all 


7 ö the reſt of the People, that I cannot ſee the leaſt 


zeaſon to doubt, but that it was deſign*d for both. 
They both made up but one common Body, and 
therefore muſt both certainly be oblig d to the Obſer- 
vation of every thing, that ſo nearly concern d the 
Good of that common Body, as the Obſervation of 
this Precept did. There are indeed always Reaſons: 
peculiar to the Hoff, and ſo like wiſe to the reſt of the 
People, of any Nation SO ought more eſpeci- 


3 » 25 


* 
— 


ronomy, we find Moſes delivering ſeveral Precepts 


Precept, viz. that, as a Nation, they might e, 


by every wickedThingh here wo are tounderſtand allSin i in 1 


ready to admit this, as a ſecondary Sen 
take ogcaſion * Seale of che Words, to 


4 1 FAST- "ERMON Preach'd 1 3 


9 


1 to move PN to a careful Obſervance of this 

Precept. The Hoſt, who are more immediately ex- I 
pos d to many great and ſudden Dangers, and ll 'Y 
as the. Scripture expreſſeth it, Jude 12. 3. purtheir lives f 
in their bands, and know not how ſoon they may be 
taken out of them, have theſe Reaſons, more than the | 
People; to keep themſelves from every wicked thing. 
And the People, who, by ftaying at home, are free 1 
from that Hurry and Confuſion, and thoſe manifold 4 
Temptations to Looſeneſs and Licentiouſneſs, which „ 3 
do — attend an Army, have theſe Obli ations, | Y 
more than the Hoff, to a ſtrict and exact Obſervance 
of all the Duties of Religion. But the Reaſon, which 'Y 
I firſt mention d, for the Fews) Obſervance of this 


„ 
. 


in all that they did, will always be a Reaſon common 
both to Haft and People, in any Nation: And oug be 
earneſtly to put both, upon uſing their beſt Endea- | Þ 
Yours, for the Performance of this Precept. | 

As little need, I think; is there to diſpute, whether | 


which Moſes was here ſpeaking of, viz. Sins of Gelen. vj 
eſs. The Words, you ſee, are general, and do fairly ex- 3 
tend to all forts of Wickedneſs: And the Reaſon of the 
Precept likewiſe will take in all; becauſe every Sin, of Y 
what kind ſoever, is apt to provoke God, and hinder 4 
the Proſperity of any Nation. However, if, beeauls | 5 4 
the Sins of Uncl.anneſs are ſeveral times mention'd i in | 1 
this Chapter, and becauſe theſe are the unfitteſt of all 
others for a time of War, as naturally tending to alf. "1 
ſeand utter} incapacitate a People, 3 wed 
ardfhips and Fatigues of that; if, for theſe Reaſons, 
I fay, any are perſwaded, that theſe Words, beſides 1 
regard to Sin in general, were deſign d to have a 4 
particular reſpect to the Sins of Uncleamneſs, I am very | 
fe of chem. | f 

And accordingly-I ſhall, in my following Diſcourſe, 


general, or only ev 0 Sin of that particular Kind, 


Hent to you, 
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PFirſt, The more than ordinary Reaſon that any 
x- Nation has, I ben its Hoſt goerh — agginft its Enemies, 
to keep it ſelf from every wicked Thing, in general, 
4 3 Secondly, The particular Sins, which it ought more 
eſpecially to be careful to keep it ſelf from, at ſuch 
i CO Cn CO 
FPirſt, The more than ordinary Reaſon that any 
Nation has, hen irs Hoſt goerh forth a, its Enemies, 
to keep it ſelf m every wicked Thing, in general. 
And this will evidently appear, from conſidering, 
3 Firſt, That Wars are generally ſent by God, upon 
Nations, as Puniſhments for their Sins: And no time 
ſurely can be ſo proper, for à Nation to keep it (elf 
from Sin, as that, in which it is under actual Puniſh» 
rn, , NN NN 
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mn 3 Secondly, That times of War are naturally apt to 
e be, times of more than ordinary Looſeneſs and Licen. 
a tiouſneſs: And therefore a more than ordinary Care 
is neceſſary, for a Nation to keep it ſelf from Sin, in 
ſuch times. * {HI Wee TOP x 
3 Thicdly, That War is an Appeal to God, praying 
him co ſhew himſelf as Sovereign Judge between Na- 
tion and Nation, and to determine the Controverſies, 
that are betwixt them. And certainly it muſt ill be- 
come any Nation, it muſt be highly Imprudent and 
of Unpolitick, as well as Irreligious, to affront and 
>r 2X provoke God, by its Sins, at that very time, when 
its Cauſe more immediately lies before him, and 
IF awaits his Sentence, as its Judge. OR 
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F Laftly, That the Ifſues and Events of War are of 
the laſt Importance, to any Nation: And conſe- 
X quently ic ſtands every Nation, enga go in War, in 
more than ordinary ſtead, to be careful ſo to behave 
it ſelf, as may be moſt likely to procure from God, 
27 proſperous Succeſs in, and an happy Iſſue of, its Wars, 
. Firſt, That Wars are generally ſent by God, upon 
Nations, as Puniſhments for their Sins; And no time 
ſure can be ſo proper, for a Nation to keep it (elf 
from Sin, as that, in which it is under actual PunHh- 
= | A 3 5 i 
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6 A FAST-SERMON Preach'd before 
ment, for its Sins. Not only the Seeds of War with- 
"36 bad Ahn bs . . = 
in us, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Cc. 


are the unhappy Conſequence and Puniſhment of the 
O1 * Sin of our firſt Parents: But moreover actu- 


= 
1 


— 


== 
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| ar is commonly inflicted by God, upon Nations, 
as a poſitive and more immediate Puniſhment from 
him, for their Sins. And accordin 1 we find in 
Scripture, that, when God threaten d his People the 
Tews with War, it was always upon account of their 
Sins. If ye walk contrary unts me, ſaith God, and will i 
not bearken unto me, I will bring a Sword upon you, Levit. i 
26. 21, 25. And therefore, ſaith Iſaiah, x the Anger 
of 1be Lord kindled againſt hi People, and he will lift up 
an Enſign to the Nations from far, and make them come 
avith ſpeed ſwiftly:Ifa. 5. 18, 20, 25, 26. Becauſe his 
People drew Iniquity, with Cords of Vanity, and Sin, a 
it were with a Cart- rope: Levit. 26. 3, 6. Becauſe they i 
call d evil good, and good evil, as it there follows, G. 
And, on the contrary, Peace is always promis'd by i 
God, to his People, as a Reward. of their Righte- 
ouſneſs and Obedience to him. I will not fay, that 
War is always ſent by God, as a particular Puniſh- 
ment for the Sins of thoſe People, whom he is pleas d 
to permit or appoint to be engag d in it: But, I ſay, 
it is frequently ſo; and moreover, that War is always 
one of thoſe general Judgments of God, by which 
he deſigns to put the Inhabitants of the Earth in mind 
of their Sins, and to make them learn Righreouſne(s. i 
And therefore every Religious Nation ought to fear 
the worſt, and to behave it ſelf ſo humbly and peni- 
tently, as if its Wars. were really ſent by God, for 
the particular Puniſhment of its Sins. At leaſt, it 
ſhould. be ſure not to forget, that God can eaſily ® 
make them ſo: And, for this Reaſon, ir ſhould be 
- + Cautious: wo the utmoſt not to provoke God, by its 
Sins, While he is brandiſhing this Rod of his Ven- 
geance over its Head; this general Inſtrument of Cor- 
rection for Sin, if not more eſpecially of its particu- 
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IJ ſuch times. The Buſineſs of War is always à Buſineſs 


4 the Thoughts, and engroſs the whole Care, of the 
Governors of any Nation. At leaſt, it is ſure to take 
up great part of their Time and Care, and, by ſo 
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and harden'd in its Sins, as not to hear the Rod, and 


bim tbat bath appointed it, Micah 6. 9. but, even when 
be FRET ® 4 * f | bb” 
ir is fricker, to revolt more and more, Iſa. 1. 5. Then 


will the Lord make that Nation /ick in ſmiting it, in 


IJ making it deſolate ' becauſe of its Sins, Micah 6. T4. He 
vill cauſe the voice of Mirth, and the voice of Gladneſs to 
= teaſe from it, Jer. 7. 28, 34. And he will pour ont bis In- 


dignation, and even all bis fierce Anger, upon it, Zephi 
| # 2, 8. oy {6.5 6 155 ; l 8 5 ; 105 4 13 If {> » CL A . 
* Secondly, Times of War are naturally apt to be, 
times of mote than ordinary Looſeneſs and Licenti- 
ouſneſs: And therefore a more than ordinary Care 
is neceffary, for a Nation to keep it ſelf from Sin, in 


of ſuch He and immediate Importance, and many 
times of ſuch a vaſt compaſs: too, that it is apt to fill 


doing, in ſome meaſure to take them off from their 
uſual Intentneſs, upon the great Work of Reforming 
and Regulating the Manners of their Subjects. And 
beſides, in order to ſweeten all Parties, at ſuch a time, 


3 | and make Things go on evenly and ſmoothly, ſome 


5 8 Faults muſt almoſt neceſſarily be conniv'd at: and a 


great many more, than need to be, generally are. 
And Subjects are but too ready to make Advantage 
of this, be it neceſſary or voluntary, connivance of 


their Governors, and to indulge themſelves to the full 


in all that Wickedneſs and Licentiouſneſs, which they 
1 ſee them either negligent, or fearful, or not able, to 


Correct. And this Licentiouſneſs, thus bred at home, 


s ſure to receive no ſmall Addition from abroad, when 
the corrupt Manners of the Camp come to join thoſe 


of the City: And both thus join d make that worſt 


of Plagues, the Plague of Wickedneſs, ſpread much 
3 wider, and run much higher, than it would "orher- 
7 wile have done. So that; putting all theſe Thing; 


togethet, 
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corruptneſs of Manners.. And corruptneſs of Man- 


1 


| {till be a very wide Scope left, 
for Iniquity to abound. in: A time When, if all be not 
done that can be, the very Foundations . 


e all that can be done to 


every evil-Work, like an un gov 


& ? 
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decencies and mord when the negeſſary ones 


ſelf, by how much he perceives himſelf to be leſs un- 
der the check and controul of outward Laws, than 
he us d to be; not only to keep himſelf from being 
drawn in, by the Opportunities and Temptations, 
which, at ſuch a time, may probably enough invite 
him to cemmit Iniquity with preedineſs, but to grow 
| De | _ zealous 


of any Earthly Prince, and yet 
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the QUE E Nat St. James r Chapel. 
zealous and exemplary. in the Buſinefs of Religion, ad 20 pro. 
args as he can, fo Good Works, and to make ſome ſort of 
Atonement for thoſe, whom he cannot: That ſo God may ſpare 
bis Nrjon , $7 the ob of hi and ch ther ee Fe 
5peatro God, praying him to fhew him- 
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that are therein 

"Thirdly, War 3 Ap It. n t 

ſeif as Sovereign Judge between Nation and Nation, anil to de- 

termine the Controverlies, Pr are betwixt them, And cetrainly 

it muſt ill become any Nation, ir muſt be highly Imprudent and 
155 


Unpolitick, às well as Nreligious, to t and provoke God; 
10 en its Gals wre nth tian eld 


irs Sits, at tharvery thre," 

re him, and awaits phony a$ irs Judge. Grotius te 
That, Where human fuicattries end, there War begins ; Prolegom. af 
Jure Belli & Pacis; Wh n are tod great, to be de- 
te: minediby them, as ate all thoſe between Sovereign Princes and 
States, then preſently recoutſe is had to Arms, and God is in- 
vok d, as King of Kings cd Lord of Lara, to Judge cheſe mighty 
Cauſes, and, by giving Succeſs and Victory to one of the con. 
ending Parties, to put an end to theſe troubleſome Controvers 


* 
# © 


ſies. And can any thing then be more Trrarional and 3 


8 


well as Preſumptuous and Prophane, than for à Nation to affr 


and provoke God, by its Sins, at this very time, hen it is intreat- 
ing his Favour, as its Judge? Could we Have Folly or Impudence 
enough to ask a Favour, more 1 57 ly if een Moment, 
y in the Face of his Authority, 
and trample upon his Laws at the ſame time? And how then ſhall 
we dare to do that, towards the infinite Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth, which would be thought a moſt intolerable Affront to, and 
worthy of the ſevereſt Puniſhment from, even our Fellow-Crea- 
Tures ? But it will be faid, that God is nd reſpecter of Perſons, that 
the Cauſe, and not the Perſons, is the thing which he regardeth*: 
And that therefore, if a Nation has but e. Cauſe, it may be 
ſure of Bleſſing and Succeſs from God, whatever the Perſons are, 


to whom the Cauſe belongeth. But let us not ſo deceive our 


ſelves. God has many other ways of doing right to a good Cauſe, 
than by prof ring it, juſt at this or that particular time, or in 

ds of this or that particular People. And it is neceſſary 
ſometimes, in God's ordinary way of governing the World, to 


permit a good Cauſe to ſuffer, for the Puniſhment of a ſinful Peo- 
= Plc: It being impoſſible, in ſome Caſes, without a Miracle, to ſe- 
parte a Nation and its Cauſe, and to puniſh that and proſper this. 


id accordingly we find, both from Scripture, and Church-Hi- 
ſtory, that God has frequently permitted a good Cauſe, even the 


very beſt of Cauſes, the Caufe of true Religion, to languiſh and 


almoſt wholly to fail, amongſt ſuch People, as have nor been care- 
ful to Live, as became ſo good a Cauſe. Thus the Proſperity of 
The Jewiſb Religion was often eclips'd, and ſomerimes * 
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7 A FAST-SERMON Preach'd before 


proper Objects of God's Mercy and Bleſſing. 


have ſeen (Bleſſed be God, we have ſeen) one Glorious Battel, 


Provinces, whole Nations, from Oppreſſion and Violence, and 


he can yet do it, whenſoever he pleaſeth, will, I oye, e ſuf 


* —— 


m_ 
* 


I overcaſt, by reaſon of the Wickedneſs of the Fews. And thus A 
che Light of the Goſpel has been almoſt quite extinguiſh'd, in 


Laſtly, The Iſſues and Events of War are of the laſt Impor- 1 


3 hs | R | "Let a, & #4 d. 42 
2 Succeſs in, and an happy Iſſue of, its Wars. The Bleſ. 
ſing of God is indeed always Ae for the making of any | 
Nicion proſperous : but hardly ever ſo 2 


the Tranſaction but of a few Hours, quite change the face of a 
War, that before look d moſt black and formidable to all Europe, 
We have ſeen , in the ſhort ſpace of half a Day (oh happy, ever 
memorable, Day!) a dreadful Hoſt, of Enemies quite ſcattered 
and broken to pieces, War driven out of a Country all at once, 
an ambitious Prince, Who invaded the Dominions of others, pu. 
niſhed with the Loſs of his own, a tottering Empire ſupported ; # 
and fix'd,. and the languiſhing and drooping Intereſts , of a whole 
Quarter of the World, revive, gain ſtrength, ſmile and look 
flouriſhing again. And, to add even to this, we have ſeen a ſe. 
cond, nay and a third, Glorious Battel, the immediate Conſe- 
. of which were no leſs, than reſcuing Towns, Cities, 


reſtoring them, in Peace, to their rightful Lords: no leſs, than 
intimidating the Invincible himſelf : ſhaking the Monarchy of 
him, who had been long graſping at, and had in his Thoughts, 
no doubt, taken poſſeſſion of, an Univerſal- Monarchy over all 
others: and putting him hard to it to defend his own Dominions, ® 
againſt whom, all his Neighbours join'd together had long found 
it very difficult, to defend theirs. And, as, our happy Experi- 
ence of all this muſt be abundantly ſufficient to convince us, of 
what vaſt Advantage it is to any Nation, to have God its Friend, 
in its Wars: fo the very Thought, that God could as eaſily hare 
ſent the reverſe of all this upon us, if he had pleas'd, nay, that 
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, in cing it, what a terrible thing it is, for any Nation, to have God 
Fits Enemy, in its Wars. 


And can a Nation then poſſibly be too careful, to pleaſs Cod 


and make him its Friend, in a time of War? When he is order- 
ing the mighty 


Iſſues and Events of that, juſt as he pleaſeth, can 
o too much, to procure from him a favourable Share 


it poſſibly 


Fin them? When a Nation's Peace and Security, its Liberty an 


i. 88 41. its Religion is at ſtake, has it not all the Re⸗ſon that 


its very Conſtitution and Being, and, which is yet 


0 to can be, to tale heed to its ways and its doings, and to demean it 
pro- felt fo piouſly and religiouſly, that God may not be provok'd to 
leſ- 4 Pluck it down and to deſtroy it, but may delight in it, to bleſs it, and 
any tro de it god, and to ſet it on high, above all Nations of the 
ve. Upon the whole then, if there be more than ordinary Reaſon, 
nce, for a Nation to behave it ſelf humbly and penitentiy, when ir is 
ice, under God's actual Correction for its Sins: to beware of Sin, 
of -X when the Opportunities for, and Temptations to, it, are more 
We than ordinarily great: and to be careful to pleaſe God, at a time, 
tel when it is appealing-to him as its Judge, and depending upon 
f a Fim for a favourable Determination of its Controverſies : and 
pe. when, moreover, the Poſture of its Affairs is ſo very nice and 
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2 critical, rhat the leaſt Turn of Providence, for it or 
4 may make it either unſpeakably happy or miſerable ; If all chis 
be fo 


againſt it, 


I think we cannot need any farther Proof, than we have 


0 


had, of the more than ordinary Reaſon that any Nation has, when 
, Hof goeth forth againſt its Enemies, to keep i 
eu thing, in general. 20 


elf from every wic 


But, becauſe ſome Sins are of much more dangerous and fatal 


Conſequence to a Nation, than others, efpecially at ſuch a time, 
and ought, for this Reaſon, to be the more heedfully avoided ; 


- 


1 I ſhall therefore haſten to ſne _ | 


Secondly, What particular Sins a Nation ought more efpecial- 


an ly to keep it ſelf from, in times of War. And theſe I ſhall redyce 
to the two following Heads. 1 24s FRO 


Firſt, Such as are more immediately apt to anger and pro- 


ſter to all forts of Intemperance and Luxu 
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ov 2 Can hardly be luppoled to 
Teave any room for Mercy, towards that Nation, which thall date 


4 | en „ if Y OO of 9 OD RR 
. e ee for paſt Mercies, When Go has 


1 : 


. 


pleaſant land, in which God has ſettled them: Pal. 106, AN 
y have the leaſt reaſon to hope,that God will deliver them any 


3 
have we ſeen the Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty, made to mini- 
ry? And ſo likewiſe 
as to God's 2 : No ſooner is the Rod of them taken 


off from a Nation's Back, but it is too apt to forget them, or, 


which is much worſe, to remember them only, to make it ſelf 
the more ſecure in ſinning: As having ſmarted now for a great 
while, and ſo not being likely ſoon to be puniſh'd again. This 
was almoſt conſtantly. the Caſe of the Jews, and as conſtantly 
the reaſon of God's deſerting them in their Wars, and delivering 
them up to the Will of their Enemies. And this, I fear, has been 
very much the Cafe of this ſinful Nation, to which we belong, 


- . 


which,, within theſe threeſcore Years, has talted as deep 17 
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and as much abuſed and*perverted, both the Mercies and Jud. 
ments of God, as almoſt any Nation ever did. And, for this 
reaſon, I make no doubt it has been, that God has ſo aftam 
withdrawn the Light of his Countenance from us, and has ſuffar il 
us to be brought even to the very brink of Ruin and Deſtru- 
ction. And yet then again he, in infinite Mercy, hath pl 
us, like Brands, aut of the hire: That ſo he might is Is gread 


willingneſs to ſave us, if ether his Mereies or his 
could make us a People fit for him to ſave. Andi all this: & 
hope, will at laſt prove a fufficient warning to us, to be willig 
to be reſmed by theſe Corrections, wherein God dalliethmuth ur, as 
the Author of the Book of MWiſdom expreſſeth it, that ſa e may 
not/ in the end; feel a Judgment worthy of God, Wiſd. 12. amar 
Secondly, There arelother Sins, arhich have a natural ten- 
deney, to . obſtru& the: Buſineſs, and hinder the Sueceſs, df 
War. Of which ſort are > 7.9 7451 211 1% 3443 os (98108 
"Firſt, All Sins of Euxury and Effeminacy : Such as the-Seripo 
ture reckons up, Adultery; Formication,'! Uncleamneſr,  Lafrivieuſer 
neſs; | Drunkenneſs, ':'Revellings, | Riotings, Banquetings;:ceftlyc; A 
ray, &c. For, beſides that theſe; muſt neceſſarily by .dugrees;: 
impair the Courage, and break the Spirit, of any Peaple, and 
conſequently render them very unfit, both for the Counſela 
and Actions of War; beſides this, I ſay, theſe are all very ex: 
penſive Vices, and will render 2 1 utterly unſm to bear 
the neeeſſary Charges belonging to a State of War, eſpecially 
with that Eaſineſs and Cheerfulneſs with which wy Few 
And wa w_ _ _ 15 my _ ED of — 
On 'LUggLIN1Y and heavy: 1 he van dup S Ot Money, 
Thiel it continually calls for, and vhich a moderate degree of 
Faugality and good Husbandry would eaſily ſpare, will cone 
in but hardly: And. ſo, at laſt perhaps, a moſt hopeful Mar 
will be balked, in the midſt of its glorious Career, nay, in 
it may be, (for this we have ſeen) even forced to an unſtaſan- 
able, - unſafe and diſhonourable, Concluſion, purely ta gratiſſ 


a People in their Vices and Luxuries. 2:44 H 1 br 
* Secondly, All Sins of Contention and Diviſion, of Wrkth 
and Anger, Strife and Envy, Hatred and ih Will, G. Never. 
certainly is Union ſo neceſſary in _ Nation, as in times of” 
War, eſpecially if it be a War againſt great and powerful Eus- 
mies. Without this, publick Deſigns will be oroſs d, publick: 
Buſineſs retarded, the Enemies of a Government encourag'd, / 
may and, but too likely, fatal Opportunities put into chin 
Hands, of bringing about thoſe Ends, by Factions at Home, 
which they could never have obtain d, by their Arms . 
For ſo Experience frequently ſhewethr us that, when dance co 
tending Parties and Factions are welbwarmed; and exaſperatert. 

againſt each other, they are wholly taken up with the „ 
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of ways, to wreck their Malice and Revenge upon one ano- 
| ther: And the Publick all the while, is left to ſhift for it ſel£, 
and doth oftner become a Prey to its Enemies, by theſe means, 
than any other whatſoever. N 4 
Laſtly, All Sins of Sedition, Undutifulneſs, Diſreſpect, or 
en Coldneſs and Indifferency, towards Governors. When 
the weighty Buſineſs of War lies upon the Shoulders of any 
GpverdWnr, Subjects ſhould do all, that is in their Power, 
& make it fit as light and eaſy therey as is poſſible. And it will 
very much help towards this End, for them to ſhew themſelves 
perfectly well ſatisfied and pleaſed, with what their Governors 
da, in this Arduous Affair: And to return them the utmoſt 
Thanks, Praiſe and Honour, for their Care about it. Bur if, 
on the-contrary, they grow uneaſy under the Management of 
Affairs, oppoſe and clog the Alminiſtration of them, and much 
more, if they let this their Uneaſineſs break out into open Dif; 
contents; Revilings, Reproaches and railing Accuſations, againſt 
cheir Governors: Fhis will be a ſure way, both to diſcourage 
and. obſtruct the Proceedings of their Governors, for the com- 
mon Good; and likewiſe a ſure way, to give Hopes and Advan- 
rages to the Enemies of their Government, who always ſtand 
ready to embrace and careſs ſeditious 7 29 order to make 
them their Tools: And, God knows, they but too often find. 
8 ones, for their — ca 2.45950 
And J have done with thoſe two Heads of Diſcourſe, 
which I at firſt propoſed to ſpeak to; and, I hope, have ſaid 
enough upon them, both to convince us, how much more than 
ordinarily it imports us, at this time mhen our Hoſt is going forth 
Saint our. Enemies, to abſtain from all manner of Sin in gene- 
| ral; and likewiſe to warn us againſt ſome particular Sins, which 
would be more eſpecially unſeaſonable and dangerous to the 
Publick, at ſuch a time. Give me leave to enforce all that has 
been ſaid, with one ſingle Conſideration, proper to us as a Na- 
tion, and taken from the preſent happy Poſture of our Affairs, 
and I have done. 22 e 
We are now, by the wonderful Bleſſing of God, upon the 
Arms of Her . Majeſty and her Allies, put into a very near 
Proſpe&t of all chat Happineſs, which we have been 8 long 
wiſhing and contending for. The great Diſturber of the Peace, 
and Invader of the Rights and Liberties of us all, is already ſo 
far humbled, by our repeated Glorious Sueceſſes againſt him, 
that we are out of all preſent danger of harm from him: And 
there is nothing wanting, to compleat our Security, but the 
humbling of him a little farther, which, by the continuance 
of God's Favour to us, we are in a very fair way of effecting. 
And then a bright and pleaſing Scene will open, of univerſal 
Feace, and Liberty, and Trade, and Wealth, and Plenty: Ang. 
* - | b this 
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juſt 49 when their Succeſs is ſo much needed, to Crown 7 
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this too, likely to endure, for the Benefit 


2.5 
Oh! Let not the diſtingui 


oi 


that We have been dong w ð ͤ ß 
But, above all, let not the pious Prayers, and inceſſant En- 
deavours, of the Beſt of Sovereigns, for the common Welfare 
and Happineſs of all Her People and Her Allies, which have 


| hitherto ſo wonderfully proval ed, fail of their wonted' Power - 


and Efficacy, purely through our Fault. Let not our Sins hin- 


der Her of that Glory, which She ſo. juſtly deſerves, 2 
fecting that great and illuſtrious Work, of 3 and re- 
eſtabliſhing rhe almoſt loſt Liberties of Zzrope, which She hs 
already brought ſo near to Perfection. Rather, much rather, 
let us uſe our utmoſt diligence to Jain. pr Prayers and Endea- 
yours to Hers; And, thus joined, EE 


let us make our utmoſt 
forts, to obtain from Heayen the Faling and E 
this mighty Work. Let us live like a People that are ſenſible, 
that all our hope of Happineſs muſt be from Heaven; and that 
the only way to draw it down. from thence, is, to forſake our 
Sins and amend our Lives, and to become a willing and obedient 
People, to the Lord our God. | ; | 


And when ſhall we ever be perſwaded to like our Sins, if 


not in this Great and Holy Week, which is eee. apart 
by our Church, for the Commemoration of the Son of God's 
being made a bloody Sacrifice for Sin? When ſhall we be per- 
ſwaded to follow after Holineſs, if not now, when we are in a 
more eſpecial manner profeſſing our ſelves the Servants of him, 
who gave himſelf for ur, that he might redeem ut from all Inis 
quity, and purify unto himſelf 4 peculiar Peogile,” æcalous of goed 


oh 


Jon, may ſo far affect and 
8 


n 
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VS, in his Holy Supper. 
our God, earneſtly beg of him, that the Blood of Chriſt may 
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Oh !. That a due Senſe of the extreme Indignation of Gd 


Wink Sin, and of his readineſs to the uttermoſt to fave peni: 


it Sinners, both fo plaigly manifeſted in the Death of his 

ſo | nd influence us, as to make us abhor and 

or the future, and bring forth Fruits meet for" Reperis 

nee: That ſo we may 4. hold upon the Hope ſet before us. And} 

xn order ta its doing ſo, let us be ſure to quicken our Senfe of 

eſe Things, all we can: By ſpending great part of this Holy 

Penh in a Devout Contemplation of our Saviour's Paſſion and 
atn:. 


: 


pt In a conſtant Atrendance upon the publick Offices of the 
Church, which are purpoſely deſigned to imprint a deep Senſe 
of theſe Things upon our Minds: And, above all, in an ha- 


bitual. Exerciſe of elf-denial, Mortification, Humility, Repen- 


tance, Faith, Charity, and, in one Word, of all ſach Chriſtian 
Graces and Virtues, as are neceſſary to fir us, for that great and 
folemn Commemoration of our Lord's Death, now approach - 


nd, humbly proſtrating our ſelves before 


here let us meet, a 


(eaſe ue from all our Sins. There let us ſincerely renew our 
dus of better Obedience to him, for the futhre ; and heartily 
implore ſuch meaſures of his Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, as 
may be, ſufficient to enable us to make good theſe Vows. To 
ſay all at once: There let us fix all our Hope both of our pri- 


vate and publick Happinefs, upon its only true and proper Bafis 
ehe Merit of Chriſt's Deaths, and of all that he has Long and ſuf. 


fered for us. 


If we are careful to do this: The Blood of Chriſt will ſpeak 28 


. 


ood and comfortable Things to us, as we our ſelves can p. 
bly defire : It will indeed be, a ſure Pledge, a never-fatlin 
Spring, of all manner of Goods and Bleſſings to us. For ſo 
faith $ Paul, with whoſe Words I ſhall conclude, He that 
ared not his ewn Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhat 
e nut with him alſo freely give us al Things ? Rom. 8. 32 
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1 preach'd upon ſeveral Occaſions: None of them be- 
0 fore Printed. By Sir William Dawes, Baroner, D. D. and 


Chaplain in Ordinary te Her Majeſty. Price 32. 
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